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Fun and Funds
Celebrating the first 100 years

The Centennial Appreciation Picnic
and PAPHA Membership Drive was very
successful.

excellent shopping opportunities for
those who came.
The Port Aransas Museumds latest

selection of PICO lures (manufactured in
Corpus Christi for many years), the news
reel of President Roosevelt's fishing

The 2010-2011 kick-off was
held at the Community Center
on Saturday, July 11. It produced
a record number of membership
donations.

The picnic included free hot dogs
(donated by the Port A Brewing
Company) and music by Cody
Angel. The food and entertainment was
enjoyed by all new members.

In addition to food and music, a
boutique was set up inside the Community
Center. Our organization thanks Mustang

Island Art Gallery, Art Center for the
Islands, Citats, Felder Gallery, Keep
Port Aransas Beautiful, Amano, Silver
King, Port A Gallery and Julian Gold
for showing their wares, providing
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Port A Centennial
Old Town Festival
Saturday, Oct. 16

exhibit, "100 Years of Sport Fishing
in Port Aransas", opened during the
picnic, attracting large crowds and rave
reviews. It features a portion of a Farley
boat inside the museum (which Herb
Lancaster refurbished out of the 'Manny',
too far gone to restore, but his skills
created a boat you can get into), rods
and reels from the early 1900s, a large

in the area in 1937, pictures,
storyboards and more. Museum
Director Rick Pratt and his team
| of helpers has created a "step
back in time" that teaches fun
facts about our town's past.

The Centennial Membership
Drive, celebrating Port Aransas
100th birthday, will continue through the
end of 2010. If you have not renewed
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your membership we encourage you
to do so now. Annual membership dues
go directly to the PAPHA operating
fund enabling it to provide new exhibits
at the museum as well as keeping the
lights on. Applications for membership

See 6Fundon Page 4
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The 'Manny' Docks In the
Port Aransas Museum
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The 'Manny' is rebuilt and delivered by PAPHA Board Member Herb Lancaster through the

back door where people can sit in it while watching the newsreel of FDR's yshing the area.
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A Barebones Time Line

John Guthrie Ford

This Centennial year brings historical dates to the forefront. To that end, | thought you folks might enjoy
perusing a time lined admittedly an abbreviated oned for our Island and Town.

1500 BCE: Mustang becomes an island. 1855: Arrival of
yrst Mustang settlers (the Mercers). 1857: Aransas Pass Light
Station (aka Lydia Ann Lighthouse). 1862: Federal sailors as-
sault Mustang causing it to be abandoned. 1863-64: Feder-
als occupy the Island. 1866: Start of the great postwar cattle/
packery economy. 1874: The Morris & Cummings Cut. 1870:
First school. 1878: Authorization of local U.S. Life Saving
Station (aka, Aransas LSS). 1886: Tarpon Inn. 1888: Ropes-
ville town name; revetment laid to stop southward erosion
of Mustang Island. 1895: Work starts on curved Haupt jetty
which will become the north jetty. 1896: Tarpon town name.
1908: Saint Anthony Catholic Church. 1910: Port Aransas
town name. 1911: The Aransas Channel. 1912: Port Aransas
seaport on Harbor Island. 1914: PAISD. 1915: Aransas Life
Saving Station designated United States Coast Guard Sta-
tion Port Aransas. 1919: Major hurricane; completion of the
Aransas Pass jetties. 1926: Corpus Christi ship channel; fipig-
gybacko feature of the Aransas Harbor Terminal Railroad
brings tourists in their cars from mainland to ferry landing.

1928: First causeway from Flour Bluff to Padre Island. 1932:
Port Aransas Boatments Association; Texas Tarpon Rodeo
tournament. 1937: FDR yshing trip. 1941: Legislature autho-
rizes UTMSI; yrst Protestant church (Community Presbyte-
rian); Deep Sea Roundup. 1942-44: Coast artillery emplaced
in dunes. 1946: Shortyts Bar. 1954: SH-361, Port A to north
Padre. 1959: SH-361, Aransas Pass to ferry landing. 1961:
Hurricane Carla. 1965: Sea Isle ushers in condo era. 1968:
TxDOT takes over ferryboat operation. 1970: Hurricane Ce-
lia. 1973: Town harbor jetties. 1975: Town passes dune pro-
tection ordinance. 1980s: Major economic pullback. 1994:
Leonabelle Turnbull Birding Center. 1997: Texas Sandfest.
2002: Port Aransas Preservation and Historical Association.
2004: White Christmas! 2008: Port Aransas Museum opens;
major recession begins.

Last yve census years (ygure is population at start of de-
cade): 1960: 824. 1970: 1300. 1980: 2218. 1990: 2233. 2000:
3370. Percentage increase during the Sixties, 58%; Seven-
ties, 41%; Eighties, 1%; Nineties, 51%.

Kids Go Nautical

The PortAransas Parks and Recreation
Department took kids on a private tour
in the Port Aransas Museum. They
arrived a few days after the Farley boat
was installed. Director Rick Pratt told
them about the Farley boat, the bell,
the man rock from the jetties and more.
They donated $18 for their tour.
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